Intestinal spirochaetosis: an electron microscopic study of an unusual case.
An unusual case of intestinal spirochaetosis is described. The rectum of a 34-year-old male, suffering from Crohn's disease and ankylosing spondylitis, was heavily infested by spirochaetes. Both absorptive and goblet cells were colonized. Spirochaetes were found not only on the luminal surface of these cells, but also within the cytoplasm, in occasional macrophages within the lamina propria and, even more surprisingly, within the occasional Schwann cell. The significance of these findings is discussed.